
MODIFICATIONS TO AN 
AUTOHOMES KAMPER by Bert Giaddish 

:hought , perhaps , that M M M ' s readers 
~ g h t be in terested in the modi f ica t ions 

.nich I have m a d e to my A u t o h o m e s V W 
- amper. 

When I ret i red, three years ago , w e 
:ec ided to replace our old moto rcaravan . 
. ' / wife and I w e r e a t t rac ted to the V W 
: : n v e r s i o n s as they seemed to meet our 
~asic requ i rements wh ich were for an al l -
.ear- round family motorcar , easy to park, 
~ot t oo heavy on fuel and able to prov ide 
adequate a c c o m m o d a t i o n for longish 
-o l idays (eg: five to six w e e k s ' durat ion) . 

Our eventual cho ice w a s the Kamper 
and we have s ince had little of s igni f icance 
:o compla in of in the basic convers ion . 

However , the modi f ica t ions desc r ibed 
below have a d d e d cons iderab ly to our o w n 
enjoyment and conven ience (no pun 
ntended, I assure you!) . 

1) The addi t ional passenger seat has 
been removed and rep laced by seat / 
: u p b o a r d s h o w n . This w a s made f rom 
Oakplas ' c h i p b o a r d using nylon inserts 

and no 8, 1V2 inch w o o d sc rews to join the 
sect ions. Corners were f in ished wi th thin 
str ips of oak, g lued and p inned . The seat 
was m o u n t e d on the exist ing runners via an 
1 8 m m b l o c k - b o a r d base , to give s t reng th 
and stabil i ty. 

The unit w a s sized to house a mode l 165 
Porta-Pot t i in the main space . A l though 
normally removed w h e n on site, leaving a 
considerable space for spare kit, it can be 
used in si tu. The upper c u p b o a r d w a s f i t ted 
out to take four 75c l bot t les but is of a size 
that cou ld equal ly be put to other uses. 

The lower c u p b o a r d (see lower r ight in 
the picture) is used by us to s tow all our 
foo twear and c leaning mater ia ls . 

The seat and back squabs are foam 
rubber wi th z ip - fas tened loose covers and 
are f ixed to the seat by Velcro str ips. 

When comp le ted , I was surpr ised to f ind 
that the unit we ighed less than the original 
seat. Incidentally, was te not, want not , the 
original was quickly c o m m a n d e e r e d by my 
wife for the b e d r o o m . 

2) A shor tcoming of the A u t o h o m e s 
convers ion was the lack of suitable s torage 
for c rockery (other conver ters even provide 
the crockery!) . My solut ion to this was the 
unit s h o w n . This was built as a compos i te 
unit to slide exact ly into the space under 
the sink unit. The upper drawer to the right 
was f i t ted out to hold jars for tea , cof fee 
and sugar, plus pepper and salt po ts , while 
the lower houses ki tchen i tems such as t in-
opener and spatulas etc. 

3) To ex tend our dietary repertoire, a 
small electr ic oven/ho t -p la te was 
purchased , for use when we are on hook
up . As there was no useful work ing sur face 
available on which to place this w i thout 
inhibit ing use of the gas hob and sink, a 
small table was made, to be f i t ted w h e n 
requi red in front of the drainer. This is 

secured by nylon latches, the weight being 
suppor ted at one side by a plast ic shelf 
suppor t a n d , on the other, by a h inged leg. 
A raised edge is f i t ted to the table for safety 
reasons. 

When not in use, table and oven are 
s t o w e d in the c u p b o a r d below. 
NB: The same picture shows the Car-vac, 
t ucked into the corner where it is held by a 
Terry cl ip. 

The most expensive i tem was the seat, 
materials for wh ich cos t around £30 . The 
other i tems were made mainly f rom odds 
and ends of ch ipboard and p l y w o o d at a 
total cost of under £5. 
You're wise to keep hard, heavy items at a 
low level, where they are less likely to 
become projectiles in a sudden stop. Ed. • 
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