
Worth waiting for 
CI VW Kamper 
" N o t another V o l k s w a g e n ! " Yes — and 
no apologies , for the new Transporter is 
b e c o m i n g one of the most popu la r base 
vehic les wi th converters and customers . 

That 's hardly surpris ing — and easy to 
understand once you ' ve dr iven one . It is, 
wi thout doubt , the most car-like mul t i ­
purpose veh ic le a round and this latest 
convers ion by CI A u t o h o m e s is one of the 
best. 

M a n y manufacturers beat CI to the post 
wi th their versions of the new Vo lks . 
W ise ly , I th ink, CI took their t ime, d id 
some thorough research and 
deve lopment before the l aunch . A n d it 
shows. It is, in fact, difficult to fault their 
latest product . 

On the road 
The new Vo lks , as regular readers wi l l be 
fully aware, is THE most pleasant and 
relaxing van on the road. It's comple te l y 
unfussy, wi th no apparent v ices, so easy 
to dr ive, so unt ir ing to motor in hour after 
hour . This convers ion by CI is one of just 
about the quietest motorcaravans we ' ve 
ever t r ied, and I'm inc lud ing the 
A m e r i c a n giants. 

W e purred a long, wi th on ly the slightest 
chatter from the grill pan , w h i c h needs 
the usual tea towel as a s i lencer. There 

were no body rattles and the smooth 2 
litre motor at the back was barely aud ib le . 
A lmost imposs ib le to bel ieve that it's 
coo l ed by old-fashioned air. There was a 
bit of w i n d noise at speed f rom, I'd think, 
the roof's pl inth or the roof rack. 

This Vo lks , with less than 1000 on the 
c lock , was not the fastest we ' ve tr ied. W e 
didn ' t push it, out of cons iderat ion for its 
future owners , but found we c o u l d cruise 
happi ly at 50-55mph. W h e n loosened-up, 
we k n o w the 2 litre wi l l reach 80mph 
ind icated. Fuel consumpt i on was a round 
24mpg , w h i c h i nc luded several short trips 
as wel l as some good runs. 

Starting was always instantaneous, even 
after an all-night soak ing dur ing this 
glor ious English " s u m m e r " . The 
automat ic rich mixture dev ice a l l owed 
unhesitat ing entry into the traffic stream 
with a co ld engine. As usual , wi th the so-
quiet 2 litre V W , I somet imes forgot to 
change into top gear w h e n leaving towns. 
(Urban areas and 30mph limits are best 
tack led in th i rd, w h e n there's m u c h more 
f lexibi l i ty avai lable instantly to the driver). 

W e drove over famil iar roads that are 
suffering from East Sussex C o u n t y 
Counc i l ' s po l i cy of false e c o n o m y (they'll 
have a terrific bill w h e n eventual ly 
ma in tenance is resumed). The Vo lks 

sailed over the corrugat ions that shake 
lesser breeds to the core. She cornered 
we l l , too. D i rec t iona l stability was 
excel lent , a l though the steering, through 
that big whee l , was light enough for 
effortless park ing. 

She was at her best on the open road, 
took long gentle c l imbs in her stride. It 
was on ly on steep, w ind ing hills, such as 
abound in the Sussex-Kent coastal area, 
that we cou ld have done with a bit more 
p u n c h . Ove r tak ing crawl ing-commerc ia ls 
on the few stretches of straight was a 
hazardous occupa t i on . First was too low, 
second gave a too-gentle surge forward 
for peace of m i n d . W e found the velour-
covered front seats gave good support 
and fitted our anatomies. The rear seat is a 
pleasant place to travel; a l though perhaps 
the backrest is a little too upright, there is 
lots of legroom and very g o o d , al l-round 
v is ion. The swivel seat can be pushed 
back on its runners and faced forward for 
a fifth passenger. 

There are many improvements over the 
o ld Vo lks . The spare whee l , for instance, 
is easily accessible from its storage in a 
pan beneath the front f loor. The pull-up 
handbrake is less of a stretch than the o ld 
umbre l la handle . The rear engine deck 
has been lowered to give converters more 
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r o o m , and the w i n d o w area has been 
increased. But, in some respects, 
motorcaravanners have been ignored. 
The side sl id ing d o o r still awakens half the 
c a m p site w h e n you try to close it qu ie t l y 
at night and the centre b o w in the roof 
(wh ich may not be removed) imposes 
severe restraints on inter ior layout. 

The beds 
So, w e ' l l deal w i t h beds first, and see h o w 
CI have got a round the restr ict ing roof 
b o w . Q u i t e ingeniously, in fact. The rear 
4ft of the upper doub le bed is a 
permanent f ix ture. The f ront 2ft, in t w o 
sections, slides into a recess over the cab, 
pulls out l ike a drawer . CI suggest that 
you enter the upstairs bed thus: arrange 
s leeping bags on the f ixed rear sect ion. 
Pull out half of the front base, c l i m b up , 
using the stool supp l ied . Pull the rest of 
the bed base in to posi t ion and arrange 
cushions and s leeping bags on the front 
e n d . Fortunately, the high roof makes this 
opera t ion a lot easier than it sounds. 
O n c e up there, you have a 6ft x 4ft bed 
w i th its o w n f luorescent l ight and r o o m to 
sit up or c rawl a r o u n d . There's still a gap 
of 11 inches at the foot and I found that I 
cou ld qu i te easily squeeze my bulk 
t h r o u g h . 

The upper b e d r o o m — for such it can 
be ca l led , be ing almost isolated f rom 
what ' s go ing on downsta i rs — w o u l d be 
an ideal place for youngsters, w h o cou ld 
go to sleep or play games, i rrespect ive of 
wha t the i r parents might be up to be low . 
A n d there's l i t t le chance of their fal l ing 
out . 

The main bed , downsta i rs , is more 
conven t iona l , a l though CI have chosen to 
design their o w n seat-to-bed convers ion 

system rather than copy the rock-and-ro l l 
idea or ig inated and cop ied by others. It 
wo rks easily, a l though scat cushions must 
be removed to get the bed into pos i t ion . 

W e Hunts , w h e n in a Volks, l ike to 
sleep w i t h our heads to the rear, f ind ing it 
easier to shuff le in and out of bed this 
w a y . In the K a m p e r w e c o u l d n ' t , because 
part of the w a r d r o b e projects over part of 
the end of the bed , leaving room for feet 
but not hands. W e both agreed w e ' d have 
preferred a s l immer w a r d r o b e and more 
bed room at the rear. 

The downsta i rs bed was ex t remely 
comfo r tab le , w i t h mattress nearly 5 
inches th ick . (The upper mattress is 2 
inches. It's not too hard because CI have 
chosen a foam that's fairly dense, and 
sharp bones d o n ' t " b o t t o m " too 
painfu l ly) . 

There 's enough clear f loorspace at the 
foot of the bed but I'd l ike to be able to 
remove the single swivel seat comp le te l y 
(and easily) for occasions w h e n on ly two 
are c a m p i n g . 

A coup le have the cho ice of s leeping 
downsta i rs and preserving ful l h e a d r o o m 
over the k i tchen or s leeping upstairs and 
leaving the seats as seats downsta i rs . 

Roof 
It's fairly h igh, even w h e n l o w e r e d . W h e n 
you put it up , you understand w h y , for it 
gives more headroom above the upper 
bed than any o ther al l -sol id, insulated 
rising roof. 

To raise the roof, an internal catch is 
released and the cap pushed up — not 
hard w o r k , for gas-fil led struts assist. The 
opera tor then stands on the stool and 
closes the side flaps. The first t ime we 

t r ied it, w e ' d left the instruct ions at h o m e 
but exper ienced no d i f f icu l ty . 

W e cou ld detect no signs of rain 
seepage anywhere . CI seem to have got it 
right first t ime. It's a very good roof and 
there 's no doub t that the doub le -wa l led 
and insulated cap and panels give a 
feel ing of snugness and securi ty. N o 
f lapp ing canvas here. In hot weather , the 
upper side panels can be opened fu l ly for 
full vent i la t ion . I'd l ike to see some 
provis ion for p r o p p i n g them sl ightly ajar, 
par t icu lar ly as the t w o acryl ic w i n d o w s 
are f ixed. There's a substant ial , 
f lyscreened roof vent i la tor w h i c h adds 
about three inches to overal l height. 
O t h e r vent i la t ion is p rov ided by a sl id ing 
w i n d o w near the k i tchen and , of course, 
the cab w i n d o w s . 

Cooking and eating 
There's a reasonable a m o u n t of w o r k 
space for the cook at and a round the two -
burner-and-gr i l l cooke r and integral 
stainless steel sink and drainer. The top of 
the storage unit next to the w a r d r o b e 
provides a hor izonta l surface, as does the 
raised backrest of the small seat next to 
the k i t chen . T h e n , there's the b ig, free­
standing table. (We t w o found it over-
large but no doub t a fami ly of four or f ive 
w o u l d need it). 

For d in ing , five can sit at the table: (wo 
on the big, fo rward- fac ing bench seat, 
one on the small seat, t w o on the swivel 
seat w i t h backrest hor izonta l and 
suppor ted by the stool . There 's no 
backrest for the last t w o , t h o u g h . 

Storage space for k i tchen equ ipmen t 
and food is generous. There 's the 

C o n t i n u e d 
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c u p b o a r d under the cooke r , the 'frig 
itself, the locke r beneath the smal l seat 
(wh ich w i l l take a smal l c h e m i c a l closet) 
and the d e e p locker , w i th top or front 
access and a removab le shelf, next to the 
w a r d r o b e . O t h e r smal l i tems w i l l go 
beneath the swive l seat and in the 
stool /s tep. There 's a sha l low ove rhead 
locker at the rear. 

Bu lky i tems l ike b lankets and s leep ing 
bags are harder to d ispose of, for their 
t radi t ional p lace in a V W (beneath the 
rear seat) is ful ly o c c u p i e d by a large 
water tank. There 's the " b o o t " over the 
eng ine deck (where the table is stored as 
a shelf to h ide contents) but it's most ly 
o c c u p i e d by cush ions for the beds. O n 
ho l iday , I suspect this w o u l d be c r a m m e d 
full and the table s towed e l sewhere . (We 
d iscove red later that all upper bed 
cush ions c o u l d be stored beneath the 
lowered roof). 

O p e n i n g the tailgate gives access to the 
'boo t ' and a c o u p l e of large drawers . It 
w o u l d be adv isab le to remove table, 
cush ions and drawers before send ing the 
Kamper for serv ice. If you don ' t , the 
m e c h a n i c w i l l have to do it to gain access 
to the eng ine, and his t ime is m o n e y and 
his hands are dirty! Fortunately, rout ine 
oi l check and top-up are ach ieved 

through the hole beh ind the numbe r 
plate. 

The battery is beneath the dr iver 's seat, 
tools and " n a s t i e s " beneath the 
passenger seat. The roofrack over the c a b 
w o u l d take an annexe or a large sui tcase. 
There are no cleats for strapping d o w n 
smal l i tems, w h i c h c o u l d sl ip through the 
bars. 

Gas and electricity 
A vent i la ted locker beneath the smal l seat 
takes two C a m p i n g G a z 907 bott les. A l l 
gas services have separate, c lear ly 
labe l led , isolat ing taps. The op t iona l extra 
Z ig unit gives full cont ro l over e lectr ical 
systems and a l lows charg ing of the 
second battery (when fitted) by the mains. 

The K a m p e r is a fairly c o m p l e t e 
motorcaravan in standard tr im a n d there 
are not m a n y op t iona l extras o f fered. The 
most in t r iguing is an un ique space heat ing 
system d e v e l o p e d by CI A u t o h o m e s 
w h i c h takes up absolu te ly no room in the 
caravan , for it uses the V W heater ducts 
w h i c h serve the b o d y as wel l as the cab. 
The gas heater and electr ic b l owe r are 
situated out of the way beh ind the front 
gr i l le. Ignit ion is comp le te l y au tomat ic , 
just a matter of turn ing a tap and pressing 
a sw i tch . D e m a n d for this unit has 
outs t r ipped supply a n d , unfor tunately, 
the demonst ra tor had to go wi thout . 

But, unusua l ly , this demonst ra tor was 
ful ly e q u i p p e d for use, w i th a sel of pots 

and pans, c rocke ry and cut lery, for the 
ladies and gent lemen of the press. That 's 
not a l l : full documen ta t i on was aboa rd , 
not on ly the c o m p r e h e n s i v e instruct ion 
manuals supp l ied by V W , but also CI 's 
o w n 16-page fo lder about the ca ravan . 
This, in ou r expe r i ence , is un ique (it's not 
often w e can use that w o r d tw ice in o n e 
report). This is no mere rehash of a sales 
b rochu re , but a d o c u m e n t w h i c h tells the 
o w n e r h o w to operate and care for all 
aspects of his ca ravan . It's pub l i shed in 
five languages: fortunately, w e had the 
English vers ion . 

CI gain full marks here. It's a feature 
w h i c h shou ld be cons ide red w h e n 
awards such as " M o t o r c a r a v a n of the 
Y e a r " are be ing made . 

STOP PRESS 
Two exciting new CI 
Autohomes models 
launched at the Caravan 
Camping Holiday Show 
11th-12th November 
1982, Earls Court, 

London. 
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