
WORTH WAITING FOR: 
JOHN HUNT TESTS THE 

CI VW HAMPER 

Easy to drive, easy to park — that's the new Volks. CI's Kamper 
conversion has distinctive side flash, white, all-over GRP roof and dark 
plinth to rising section behind roof rack above cab. 

From the outside, the raised roof is perhaps not the most elegant but 
that high rise gives big advantages inside. Top panels can be raised for • 
increased ventilation on site. 

" N o t another V o l k s w a g e n ! " Y e s — and no apo log ies , f o r the 
new T ranspo r t e r is b e c o m i n g one o f the mos t popu la r base 
vehic les w i t h conver ters and cus tomers . 

T h a t ' s hard ly surpr is ing - and easy to unders tand once 
y o u ' v e d r i ven one . It is, w i t h o u t d o u b t , the mos t car - l i ke m u l t i ­
purpose veh ic le a r o u n d and th is latest conve rs i on by CI A u t o -
homes is one o f the best. 

M a n y manu fac tu re rs beat CI to the post w i t h the i r vers ions 
o f the n e w V o l k s . W i s e l y , I t h i n k , CI t o o k the i r t i m e , d i d some 
t h o r o u g h research and d e v e l o p m e n t be fo re the l aunch . A n d it 
shows. It is, in fac t , d i f f i c u l t to fau l t the i r latest p r o d u c t , 
bear ing in m i n d that every mo to r ca ravan is, by d e f i n i t i o n , a 
c o m p r o m i s e be tween a car f o r m o t o r i n g and a h o m e fo r l i v ing . 

B u t , w i t h the he lp o f m y w i f e , I've unear thed a f ew m i n o r 
fa i l ings or , rather, po in ts that w e ' d l ike to see given fu r the r 
cons ide ra t i on . Y o u ' l l no t i ce t hem a m o n g the paeons o f pra ise. 

On the road 
T h e new V o l k s , as regular readers w i l l be f u l l y aware, is T H E 
most p leasant and re lax ing van o n the road . It 's c o m p l e t e l y 
u n f u s s y , w i t h n o apparen t v ices, so easy to d r i ve , so un t i r i ng to 
m o t o r in h o u r af ter hou r . T h i s conve rs i on by CI is one o f t w o 
o f just abou t the qu ie tes t mo to rca ravans we 've ever t r ied 
(the o ther being the A u t o - S l e e p e r conve rs ion o n the V o l k s ) 
and I'm i nc l ud ing the A m e r i c a n g iants . 

We pu r red a long , w i t h o n l y the s l ightest cha t te r f r o m the gr i l l 
p a n , w h i c h needs the usual tea t o w e l as a s i lencer . T h e r e were 
no o ther b o d y ratt les and the s m o o t h , 2 l i t re m o t o r at the back 
was bare ly aud ib le . A l m o s t imposs ib le to bel ieve tha t i t 's c o o l e d 
b y o ld - fash ioned air. The re was a b i t o f w i n d noise at speed 
f r o m , I'd t h i n k , the roo f ' s p l i n t h or t he r oo f rack . 

T h i s V o l k s , w i t h less than 1 0 0 0 on the c l o c k , was no t the 
fastest we 've t r i ed . W e d i d n ' t push it, o u t o f cons ide ra t i on f o r 
its fu tu re o w n e r s , bu t f o u n d we c o u l d cru ise h a p p i l y at 50— 
55 m p h . W h e n loosened-up , we k n o w the 2 l i tre w i l l reach 
8 0 m p h i nd i ca ted . F u e l c o n s u m p t i o n was a r o u n d 2 4 m p g , 
w h i c h i nc l uded several shor t t r ips as we l l as some good runs. 

S ta r t i ng was a lways ins tan taneous, even after an a l l -n ight 
soak ing d u r i n g th is g lo r ious Eng l i sh ' s u m m e r ' . T h e a u t o m a t i c 
r i ch m i x t u r e dev ice a l l o w e d unhes i ta t i ng en t r y in to the t ra f f i c 
s t ream w i t h a c o l d eng ine . A s usua l , w i t h the so-qu ie t 2 l i t re V W , 
I some t imes fo rgo t to change in to t o p gear w h e n leaving t o w n s . 
( U r b a n areas and 3 0 m p h l im i ts are best t a c k l e d in t h i r d , w h e n 
there 's m u c h more f l e x i b i l i t y avai lab le ins tan t l y to the dr iver . ) 

We drove over fam i l i a r roads that are su f fe r ing f r o m East 
Sussex C o u n t y C o u n c i l ' s p o l i c y o f false e c o n o m y ( they ' l l have 
a te r r i f i c b i l l w h e n eventua l l y ma in tenance is resumed) . T h e 
V o l k s sai led over the co r ruga t ions that shake lesser breeds to 
the co re . S h e co rne red we l l t o o . D i r e c t i o n a l s tab i l i t y was 
exce l l en t , a l t hough the s teer ing, t h rough tha t big w h e e l , was 
l ight enough f o r e f for t less p a r k i n g . > 
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Cab is tidy and functional rather than luxurious. The wide, sloping fascia 
needs a fiddle rail if it's to be used to hold maps. There's a sizeable 
clobber hopper in front of passenger seat. 

View from nearside, showing comfortable, velour-covered cab seats and 
CI's adaptable multi-position single seat, just inside sliding door. 

View through side door with single seat facing rearwards. Bench seat 
ample for two, takes three if needed. Open cupboard beneath small seat 
takes Porta-Potti. 

Kitchen unit, behind driver's seat. Opened top provides shelf for pans, 
splash guard protects front seat. Cooker and sink are integral, all stainless 
steel. 

She was at her best on the open road, took long gentle climbs 
in her stride. It was only on steep, winding hills, such as abound 
in the Sussex-Kent coastal area, that we could have done with 
a bit more punch. Overtaking crawling commercials on the few 
stretches of straight was a hazardous occupation. First was too 
low, second gave a too-gentle surge forward for peace of mind. 
We found the velour-covered front seats gave good support and 
fitted our anatomies. The rear seat is a pleasant place to travel; 
although perhaps the backrest is a little too upright, there is lots 
of legroom and very good, all-round vision. The swivel seat can 
be pushed back on its runners and faced forward for a fifth 
passenger. 

There are many improvements over the old Volks. The spare 
wheel, for instance, is easily accessible from its storage in a pan 
beneath the front floor. The pull-up handbrake is less of a 
stretch than the old umbrella handle. The rear engine deck has 
been lowered to give converters more room and the window 
area has been increased. But, in some respects, motorcaravanners 
have been ignored. The side sliding door still awakens half the 
camp site when you try to close it quietly at night and the 
centre bow in the roof (which may not be removed) imposes 
severe restraints on interior layout. 

The beds 
So, we'l l deal with beds first, and see how CI have got around 
the restricting roof bow. Quite ingeniously, in fact. The rear 4ft 
of the upper double bed is a permanent fixture. The front 2ft, 
in two sections, slides into a recess over the cab, pulls out like a 
drawer. CI suggest that you enter the upstairs bed thus: arrange 
sleeping bags on the fixed rear section. Pull out half of the front 
base, cl imb up, using the stool supplied. Pull the rest of the bed 
base into position and arrange cushions and sleeping bags on the 
front end. Fortunately, the high roof makes this operation a lot 

easier than it sounds. Once up there, you have a 6ft x 4ft bed 
with its own fluorescent light and room to sit up or crawl 
around. There's still a gap of 11 inches at the foot and I found 
that I could quite easily squeeze my bulk through. 

The upper bedroom — for such it can be called, being almost 
isolated from what's going on downstairs — would be an ideal 
place for youngsters, who could go to sleep or play games, 
irrespective of what their parents might be up to below. A n d 
there's little chance of their falling out. 

The main bed, downstairs, is more conventional, although 
CI have chosen to design their own seat-to-bed conversion 
system rather than copy the rock-and-roll idea originated and 
copied by others. It works easily, although seat cushions must 
be removed to get the bed into position. 

We Hunts, when in a Volks, like to sleep with our heads to 
the rear, finding it easier to shuffle in and out of bed this way. 
In the Kamper we couldn't, because part of the wardrobe 
projects over part of the end of the bed, leaving room for feet 
but not heads. We both agreed we'd have preferred a slimmer 
wardrobe and more bed room at the rear. 

The downstairs bed was extremely comfortable, with mattress 
nearly 5 inches thick. (The upper mattress is 2 inches. It's not 
too hard because CI have chosen a foam that's fairly dense, and 
sharp bones don't 'bot tom' too painfully.) 

There's enough clear floorspace at the foot of the bed but I'd 
like to be able to remove the single swivel seat completely (and 
easily) for occasions when only two are camping. 

A couple have the choice of sleeping downstairs and pre­
serving full headroom over the kitchen or sleeping upstairs and 
leaving the seats as seats downstairs. 

Roof 
It's fairly high, even when lowered. When you put it up, you 
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Dining room for five around the big, firm, free-standing table. Multi-
position seat in foreground has been turned and backrest lowered to 
provide bench for two. 

To rear of kitchen — flat work surfaces. Backrest of side-facing seat has 
been raised to form flap. Deep locker has top-hinged lid, front flap door 
and removable shelf inside. 

understand why, for it gives more headroom above the upper 
bed than any other all-solid, insulated rising roof. 

To raise the roof, an internal catch is released and the cap 
pushed up — not hard work, for gas-filled struts assist. The 
operator then stands on the stool and closes the side flaps. The 
first time we tried it, we'd left the instructions at home but 
experienced no difficulty. 

We could detect no signs of rain seepage anywhere. CI seem 
to have got it right first time. It's a very good roof and there's 
no doubt that the double-walled and insulated cap and panels 
give a feeling of snugness and security. No flapping canvas here. 
In hot weather, the upper side panels can be opened fully for 
full ventilation. I'd like to see some provision for propping them 
slightly ajar, particularly as the two acrylic windows are fixed. 
There's a substantial, flyscreened roof ventilator which adds 
about three inches to overall height. Other ventilation is provided 
by a sliding window near the kitchen and, of course, the cab 
windows. 

Cooking and eating 
There's a reasonable amount of work space for the cook at and 
around the two-burner-and grill cooker and integral stainless 
steel sink and drainer. The top of the storage unit next to the 
wardrobe provides a horizontal surface, as does the raised 
backrest of the small seat next to the kitchen. Then, there's the 
big, free-standing table. (We two found it over-large but no 
doubt a family of four or five would need it.) 

For dining, five can sit at the table: two on the big, forward-
facing bench seat, one on the small seat, two on the swivel seat 
with backrest horizontal and supported by the stool. There's no 
backrest for the last two, though. 

Storage space for kitchen equipment and food is generous. 
There's the cupboard under the cooker, the 'frig itself, the 

Downstairs bed making. Bench seat cushions are removed, seat base 
hinged forward, supported by side seat and one leg. Then backrest is 
dropped forward and cushions replaced. 

Here is the bed, ready for sleeping bags. There's a locker in the roof 
above. Wardrobe base (door opened here) projects over bed at rear, 
so maximum width is at front end. 

locker beneath the small seat (which will take a small chemical 
closet) and the deep locker, with top or front access and a 
removable shelf, next to the wardrobe. Other small items will go 
beneath the swivel seat and in the stool/step. There's a shallow 
overhead locker at the rear. 

Bulky items like blankets and sleeping bags are harder to 
dispose of, for their traditional place in a VW (beneath the rear 
seat) is fully occupied by a large water tank. There's the 'boot' 
over the engine deck (where the table is stored as a shelf to hide 
contents) but it's mostly occupied by cushions for the beds. 
On holiday, I suspect this would be crammed full and the table 
stowed elsewhere. (We discovered later that all upper bed 
cushions could be stored beneath the lowered roof.) 

Opening the tailgate gives access to the 'boot' and a couple of 
large drawers. It would be advisable to remove table, cushions 
and drawers before sending the Kamper for service. If you don't, 
the mechanic will have to do it to gain access to the engine, and 
his time is money and his hands are dirty! Fortunately, routine 
oil check and top-up are achieved through the hole behind the 
number plate. 

The battery is beneath the driver's seat, tools and 'nasties' 
beneath the passenger seat. The roofrack over the cab would 
take an annexe or a large suitcase. There are no cleats for 
strapping down small items, which could slip through the bars. 

Gas and electricity 
A ventilated locker beneath the small seat takes two Camping 
Gaz 907 bottles. All gas services have separate, clearly labelled, 
isolating taps. The optional extra Zig unit gives full control over 
electrical systems and allows charging of the second battery 
(when fitted) by the mains. 

The Kamper is a fairly complete motorcaravan in standard 
trim and there are not many optional extras offered. The most 
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Upstairs bed, seen from front end. First extension flap and cushion in 
place, second to follow. Headroom is excellent and solid walls all round 
give sense of security. 

Zig unit has switches to isolate mains and 12 volt input, to select 
charging of second battery by car's generator or mains. Circuits are 
protected by cartridge fuses and there's a battery monitor. 

When full 6ft bed is in use, there's a gap of 11 inches — big enough for an 
adult to climb through, or front panel will slide away for wider access. 
Children could have 4ft or 5ft bed. 

Table, in stowed position, hides contents of boot inside tailgate. Beneath 
cushions are two commodious drawers. Access to wardrobe is via door 
or tailgate. 

intriguing is an unique space heating system developed by 
CI Autohomes which takes up absolutely no room in the caravan, 
for it uses the VW heater ducts which serve the body as well as 
the cab. The gas heater and electric blower are situated out of 
the way behind the front grille. Ignition is completely auto­
matic, just a matter of turning a tap and pressing a switch. 
Demand for this unit has outstripped supply and, unfortunately, 
the demonstrator had to go without. 

But, unusually, this demonstrator was fully equipped for use, 
with a set of pots and pans, crockery and cutlery, for the ladies 
and gentlemen of the press. That's not all: full documentation 
was aboard, not only the comprehensive instruction manuals 
supplied by VW but also CI's own 16-page folder about the 
caravan. This, in our experience, is unique (it's not often we can 
use that word twice in one report). This is no mere rehash of a 
sales brochure, but a document which tells the owner how to 
operate and care for all aspects of his caravan. It's published in 
five languages: fortunately, we had the English version. 

CI gain full marks here. It's a feature which should be con­
sidered when awards such as 'Motorcaravan of the Year' are 
being made. 

Colour scheme 
Exterior: Yel low with brown flash, brown plinth to white roof 
cap. 
Interior: Fawn deep pile carpet throughout, with removable 
rubber mats in cab. Nigger-browri and white check velvet type 
upholstery. Cab seats covered in plain brown velour. Tweed 
brown/white/fawn striped curtains, lined and generously cut. 
Roof and walls lined brown-and-white flecked tweed material. 
Furniture constructed of pine-effect melamine on chipboard. 
Cupboard interiors in white melamine. Recessed dark brown 
handles. Bases of cupboards lined with vinyl or carpet. 

Equipment 
Exterior: Tubular roof rack over cab. Mains input and water 
filler on righthand side. 
Interior: Fire extinguisher. Insect screened roof vent. Electrolux 
122 refrigerator, 2-way. Leisure Princess cooker with 2 burners 
and grill, integral with stainless steel sink and draining board. 
Water fed from 12 gallon (54.5L) tank beneath rear seat, via 
submersible electric pump and folding faucet, control by foot 
switch. Ventilated cupboard for two 907 Calor Gas bottles. 
Main gas tap and isolating taps for cooker, refrigerator and 
heater (where fitted). Cover to cooker and sink forms shelf 
when opened. Free standing table, doubles as luggage cover in 
rear compartment. Rear bench seat, 4ft wide. Small sideways 
facing seat over locker, 13in (330mm) high, 12in (305mm) wide, 
19in (480mm) deep. Single, multi-position passenger seat with 
storage in base. Free-standing stool/storage box. Cupboard 
beneath cooker. Locker at offside rear, 25%in (655mm) x 
10%in (275mm) x 18in (455mm) deep, with removable shelf 
and top or side access. Locker beneath roof at rear. Two drawers 
above engine deck, each 21 1/2in (545mm) x 2 2 1 / 2 i n (570mm) x 
2%in (70mm) deep. Wardrobe 36in (915mm) hanging height, 
26in (660mm) max width, 16in (405mm) max depth. Main bed 
6ft 2in (1880mm) x 4ft Oin (1219mm). Upper bed 6ft Oin 
(1830mm) x 4ft Oin (1219mm). Four windows in saloon 
(one opening) and two fixed acrylic windows in roof. 
Lights: 1 x 8-watt fluorescent in roof, 1 x 8-watt fluorescent 
and spotlight over kitchen, courtesy lamps in cab and inside side 
door. 

Optional equipment includes Porta-Potti, Zig unit and blown air 
gas heater (£377-52). 
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Whilst oil laval can be checked and topped up behind number plate, 
i to engine entails removal of table, cushions, drawers and cover. 

Services on offside (left to right): fresh water filler, mains input, 
refrigerator vent, fuel filler (in wheel arch). 

We l i k e d : 
M o t o r i n g in the V W 
E x c e l l e n t f r o n t seats 
S m o o t h r ide 
G o o d r o a d h o l d i n g 
Forward- fac ing seats f o r 5 
Fue l e c o n o m y at c ru i s ing speeds 
Instant s tar t ing 
G o o d i n su l a t i on and s o u n d p r o o f i n g 
A b s e n c e o f ratt les 
' B o o t ' w h i c h hides s h o p p i n g 
R o o f rack 
Spare whee l stowage at f r o n t 
B ig , coun te rba l anced tai lgate 
Easy e r e c t i on o f r o o f 
F u l l o p e n i n g o f r o o f s idewal ls 
T w o g o o d doub l e beds 
Separate upper ' b e d r o o m ' 
F l y sc reened roo f vent 
Free-standing tab le 
F u l l c ru ta ins w i t h press s tuds, f r o n t and 
nearside 
Deep l o cke r f o r bot t l es 

B ig screw cap o n water t ank 
Q u i e t water p u m p 
O p t i o n a l heater and Z i g u n i t 
Ins t ruc t ion b o o k f o r caravan 
Genera l c o l o u r scheme, inside and outs ide 

We w o u l d have l i k e d 
Cleats f o r s t rapp ing smal l i tems t o roof-
rack 
More rake on rear seat backrest 
Easy remova l o f single seat 
Seatbe l ts at rear 
Partial open ing o f roo f s idewal ls 
Hand le to pu l l o u t bed base over cab 
S h a l l o w e r w a r d r o b e f o r w ide r bed at rear 
S l i g h t l y larger s t o o l / b o x ( to take loo) 
Press studs o n o f f s ide cur ta ins 
Rear cur ta ins o n rails rather than wires 
U n d e r f l o o r wa te r t ank (to release m o r e 
storage space inside) 
Waste water t ank 

We d i s l i k ed 
N o i s y s l id ing d o o r 

MY 

&A7 
AAli 

I Off/VMS 
S£AT 

mumst 

srwAse 

^Dimensions 
'Ove ra l l : L eng th 15f t Oin ( 4 . 5 7 m ) ; w i d t h 6 f t OViin ( 1 . 8 4 m ) ; 
height 7 f t 5 i n (2 .25m) 
In te r io r : Length beh ind cab 9 f t 2 i n ( 2 7 9 5 m m ) 
W i d t h at wa is t (max) 5 f t 2 1/ 2in ( 1 5 9 0 m m ) 
H e a d r o o m over f l o o r area 7 f t 5 i n ( 2 2 5 5 m m ) 
H e a d r o o m over u p p e r bed 2 f t 6 i n ( 7 6 0 m m ) 
H e a d r o o m over lower bed 3f t Oin ( 9 1 5 m m ) max , 1ft 11 in 
( 5 8 5 m m ) m i n 
Fue l t a n k capac i t y 13 ga l lons ( 60L ) 
T u r n i n g c i r c le 3 5 f t 1 Vain (10 .7m) 
Fue l c o n s u m p t i o n (measured acco rd ing to E E C r e c o m m e n d a ­
t i ons ) : U r b a n 16 .8 m p g ( 1 6 . 8 L / 1 0 0 K M ) 
steady 5 6 m p h (90 kph ) 2 5 m p g ( 1 1 . 3 L / 1 0 0 K m ) . 
P r i ce : £8395 as tested 

V e h i c l e supp l i ed f o r test b y the conver te rs , CI A u t o h o m e s L t d , 

Comments 
There ' s no t a lways t i m e t o inv i te manu fac tu re r s t o c o m m e n t o n 
o u r reports . T h i s t ime there was. Here 's w h a t CI have t o say: 
1) Quietness is due to the glassfibre insulation fitted up to 

window level between skins of bodysides and side and rear 
doors. CI think they are alone in insulating not only the roof 
but the body of a VW. 

2) Agreed - table too large. Size being reduced. 
3) More press studs already being fitted to curtains. 
4) Rear curtains will run on rails. 
5) Size of stool/box could not be increased if it's still to fit in 

the most convenient place, between cab seats. 
6) Water tank is above floor level to avoid freezing in winter. 

Unlikely that space could be found under floor of VW for 
large water and waste tanks. 

59 O l d Wareham R o a d , P o o l e , Dorse t • 
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