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S M M T T e s t Day: WW 8&8QQ ® f o 
CHRIS BURLACE reporting 

ABOVE: Karisma by Autohomes, the only 
motor caravan with a TV set as standard! 
Hightop is sleekly styled with roof rack at the 
rear. ABOVE, RIGHT: Elevating roof version 
of the Diamond Autostrada. Access to upper bed 
is through cutout in cab roof. Elite model has 
four-headlight conversion and spoiler. Vents at 
end of spoiler duct air to brakes. 

The second Motor Caravan Test Day held by the Society 
of Motor Manufacturers and Traders brought disappoint
ment in the form of a drop in the number of exhibitors 
compared with 1983. Encouraging, on the other hand, 
was the proportion of new and revised models, the 
appearance of innovative designs, and signs that specifi
cations are still being improved. Volkswagen enthusiasts 
had particular cause to be happy, with eight of the 21 
'vans on show (and mostly available for test driving on a 
circuit on the edge of the Chilterns) based on the VW 
Transporter. Those who worry about the state of the 
British motor industry, however, had cause for concern, 
noting that only three of the exhibits were on UK-built 
base vehicles—two Bedford CFs and a Sherpa... 

V o l k s w a g e n m o d e l s o n It w a s i n te res t i ng to no te 
p a r a d e w e r e : f r o m A u t o - that al l t he V W T r a n s p o r t e r s 
h o m e s , t h e / C a m p e r a n d t he th is y e a r h a d t he 78 b h p 
n e w Karisma h i g h t o p ; f r o m e n g i n e . W h e n o n e is p a y i n g 
Au to -S I e e p e r s , t he w e l l a r o u n d £10,000 fo r a m o t o r 
e s t a b l i s h e d VT20, w i t h c a r a v a n , a n ex t ra c o u p l e o f 
i m p r o v e m e n t s ; f r o m R i c h a r d h u n d r e d is no t m u c h to f i nd 
H o l d s w o r t h , h is Villa m o d e l f o r t h e v e r y s i gn i f i can t 
a n d the ' - ~z • a t ive n e w i m p r o v e m e n t in per-
V a r / e f y i ' g - t c p : a n d f r o m f o r m a n c e . 
re lat ive " 5 . % bc-vs D i a m o n d I t o o k f o u r T r a n s p o r t e r 
R V , t h e / A - " s r ' s r s a-cAuto- m o d e l s o u t f o r a t e s t d r i v e . It 
cruiser r~ zze s a . a : a b ' e i n is st i l l t he c a s e that the V W 
e l e v a t i n g - ; ; - : - - z~~.zz e n g i n e i m p r o v e s w i t h use 
f o r m a n c .•. : - = ; ~ e ~ 5 . \d s o m e m o d e r a t e - t o - h a r d 
t h i n k i n g a . : . : ; a - ; d r i v i n g . T h e A u t o - S l e e p e r a n d 
e q u i p m e - : the D i a m o n d Elite Autostrada ' 

h a d a c c u m u l a t e d t he m o s t 
m i l e s a n d w e r e t he l ive l ier , 
t he Elite h a v i n g the e d g e 
t h a n k s to its 5 - s p e e d g e a r b o x , 
the ex t ra c o s t of w h i c h , a g a i n 
in m y o p i n i o n , is m o n e y w e l l 
spen t . 

T h e Karisma h i g h t o p w i t h 
just a c o u p l e of t h o u s a n d o n 
the c lock felt as if it w a s 
l o o s e n i n g u p n ice ly bu t h a d 
m o r e t o c o m e . T h e H o l d 
s w o r t h Variety, howeve ' r , w i t h 
e n o u g h m i l e a g e a c c u m u l a t e d 
to be c o m i n g in to g o o d f o r m , 
w a s d i s a p p o i n t i n g l y s l u g g i s h . 
R i c h a r d t o l d m e it h a d b e e n 
sen t f o r a ' p h y s i c a l ' a n d V o l 
k s w a g e n ' s c o m p u t e r h a d 
p a s s e d it fit bu t f a i l ed to effect 
a n y i m p r o v e m e n t ! I t g o e s t o 
s h o w h o w s e e m i n g l y ident 
ica l m a s s - p r o d u c e d e n g i n e s 
c a n v a r y w i d e l y , o r p e r h a p s it 
just n e e d s a k ind ly h u m a n 
t o u c h to sor t ou t the p r o b 
l e m s , no t a b o x of t r a n s i s t o r s ! 

T h e n e w g e n e r a t i o n of 
T r a n s p o r t e r s h a v e m a d e t he 
m o t o r c a r a v a n d e s i g n e r s pu t 
t h e i r t h i n k i n g c a p s o n , a n d 
t h e r e ' s a ba f f l i ng c h o i c e of 

m o d e l s f o r t h o s e s e e k i n g a 
f a m i l y ' v a n o r a 2 -ber th . C o n 
v e n t i o n a l , s i de - k i t chen 
l ayou t s are u s e d in the A u t o 
h o m e s Kamperand Karisma, 
the H o l d s w o r t h Villa, the 
D i a m o n d Autostrada, a n d 
w i t h v a r i a t i o n s in the A u t o -
S l e e p e r s 1/720. 

H o l d s w o r t h ' s Variety and 
t he D i a m o n d Autocruiser 
h a v e rear k i t chens , a n d u s e 
rec l i n ing c a b sea t s t e a m e d 
w i t h the rear sea t s to f o r m a 
p a i r o f s i n g l e b e d s (wi th a n 
o p t i o n a l kit to c o n v e r t to a 
d o u b l e ) . T h e Variety's U - p l a n 
k i t chen I rate the bes t in a V W , 
but the A u t o c r u i s e r has the 
mer i t o f p r o v i d i n g a t iny to i le t 
r o o m . Karisma, a 2 -ber th 

Kitchen and storage units occupy 
the rear of the Holdsworth VW 
Variety in a novel layout. Rounded 
corners bring a look of up-to-the-
minute style and quality to the 
furniture. 
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( a l t h o u g h a cab b u n k c o u l d be 
f i t ted) has p l e n t y o f f ree f l o o r 
space a n d i n c l u d e s a w a t e r 
h e a t e r a n d a b u i l t - i n T V i n its 
spec, as w e l l as a s e c o n d 
bat te ry , bu i l t - i n c h a r g e r a n d 
m a i n s h o o k - u p . 

T h e Variety a n d Autocru-
/ s e r c a n a d d u p p e r b e r t h s t o 
b e c o m e f a m i l y ' v a n s , a n d 
b o t h h a v e c o n s t a n t - f l o w 
w a t e r hea te rs . B l o w n ai r 
heaters are o n t h e o p t i o n s 
l ist, as t h e y are t o o f o r t h e 
A u t o h o m e s m o d e l s , b u t 
D i a m o n d are t h e o n l y c o m 
p a n y t o o f fe r t he o p t i o n o f 
d o u b l e g laz ing f o r t h e ca ra 
v a n w i n d o w s o n t h e i r 
m o d e l s . 

A u t o - S l e e p e r s h a d j u s t 
i m p r o v e d t h e spec o f t h e i r 
m o d e l i n t i m e f o r t h e T e s t 
Day , w i t h n e w t w e e d - t y p e 
u p h o l s t e r y , ' S c o t c h g u a r d e d ' 
f o r s ta in res is tance , a Por ta 
Pot t i in a t a i l o r e d c u p b o a r d 
a n d a f i t ted set o f W o r c e s t e r 
sh i re c rocke ry , as in t h e o t h e r 
m o d e l s f r o m t h e W i l l e r s e y 
fac to ry . 

The i r i m m a c u l a t e l igh t oak 
c a b i n e t w o r k is st i l l ' n u m b e r 
o n e ' in m y b o o k f o r q u a l i t y , 
b u t fo r s ty le a n d eye a p p e a l I 
t h i nk the r o u n d e d e d g e f u r n i 
t u r e in t h e H o l d s w o r t h Variety 
— w o o d g r a i n p ly set o f f by 
c o n t r a s t i n g b l u e deta i l b a n d s 
a n d by u p h o l s t e r y a n d t r i m in 
b l u e s a n d g r e y s — n o w has 
t h e lead. 

For e x t e r i o r s ty le , a n d 
de f i n i t e l y s o m e t h i n g d i f f e r e n t 
f r o m the rest o f t he b u n c h , 
D i a m o n d w e r e o u t in f r o n t 
w i t h the i r 'El i te Pack' a d d i n g 
f r o n t a n d rear spo i l e rs , 
4 - h e a d l i g h t c o n v e r s i o n , s ide 
' g r o u n d e f f e c t ' sk i r t s a n d f l u s h 
w h e e l t r i m s t o a n y o f t h e m o d -
e l s f r o m t h e i r r a n g e . C u s t o m 
p a i n t w o r k a n d o t h e r g o o d i e s , 
i n c l u d i n g s u n r o o f a n d T V 
a c c o r d i n g t o m o d e l , are 
i n c l u d e d in t h e ' p a c k ' , b u t t h e 
p r i c e t a g l e a p s by £1 ,449 , 
m a k i n g t h e £ 1 2 , 0 0 0 T r a n s p o r 
te r a r e a l i t y ! 

A s a l w a y s , t h e S M M T Day 
h i g h l i g h t e d t h e fac t t h a t l a r g e r 
m o t o r c a r a v a n s can be h a d f o r 
n o m o r e t h a n t h e c o s t o f a V W 
T r a n s p o r t e r c o n v e r s i o n . 
O b v i o u s c o m p e t i t o r s at 
a r o u n d t h e £10 ,500 m a r k w e r e 
t h e h i g h t o p c o n v e r s i o n s o f t h e 
T a l b o t E x p r e s s / F i a t D u c a t o b y 
A u t o h o m e s , A u t o - S l e e p e r s 
a n d H o l d s w o r t h . 

T h e y al l o f f e r t w o s i n g l e 
b e r t h s f o r m e d f r o m c a b a n d 

c a r a v a n s e a t i n g , o r c o n v e r t i b l e 
t o a g i a n t d o u b l e ; a s e c o n d , 
f i r m - b a s e d d o u b l e in t h e h i g h -
t o p ; t o i l e t c o m p a r t m e n t , a n d 
w e l l p l a n n e d a n d e q u i p p e d 
k i t c h e n fac i l i t i es . Each has i ts 
a p p e a l i n g f e a t u r e s . 

I l i k e t h e i n n o v a t i v e a n d 
p r a c t i c a l d e s i g n o f t h e A u t o 
h o m e s Camelot w i t h c e n t r e 
k i t c h e n , c o o k e r o n e s ide a n d 
s i n k / d r a i n e r t h e o t h e r , s e a t i n g 
r e - a r r a n g i n g t o g i v e t w o 
2 - p l a c e d i n e t t e s , a n d r e a r t o i l e t 
c u b i c l e e n l a r g e d a n d t u r n e d 
i n t o a d r e s s i n g r o o m by a 
f o l d i n g p a r t i t i o n t o s h u t o f f t h e 
rear o f t h e c o n v e r s i o n . 

In t h e Fiat Fanfare HTUom 
H o l d s w o r t h i t w a s t h e a t t rac 
t i v e , r o u n d e d c a b i n e t w o r k a n d 
nea t t o i l e t r o o m , as w e l l as a 
k i t c h e n u s i n g b o t h s i d e s o f t h e 
c o n v e r s i o n , w h i c h w o n h i g h 
m a r k s . A u t o - S l e e p e r s ' c l u m 
s i ly l a b e l l e d CX1000GTL, f o r 
i ts p a r t , w a s a n y t h i n g b u t 
c l u m s y in d e s i g n . T h e r e w a s 
f o r w a r d f a c i n g s e a t i n g c o n v e r 
t i n g t o an i n w a r d f a c i n g , 
4 - p l a c e d i n e t t e , a l o n g k i t c h e n 
w o r k t o p w i t h 2 cu ft f r i dge 
oppos i te , a n d p lent i fu l s torage 
space. T h e rear to i let cubic le 
coul t ' be en la rged b y a fo ld -
o u t par t i t ion (not as neat as 
tha t in t he Camelot) t o enclose 
the rear o f the inter ior. L ight 
oak c a b i n e t w o r k o f f i rst class 
qua l i ty w a s ano the r p lus po in t . 

O n t h e r o a d t h e E x p r e s s / 
D u c a t o is s e c o n d in m y b o o k 
t o t h e V W as a d r i v e r ' s v e h i c l e . 
T h e q u i e t e s t o f t h e f r o n t -
e n g i n e d b a s e v e h i c l e s , it 
h a n d l e s w e l l a n d r i des 
s m o o t h l y . In m o s t e x a m p l e s I 
h a v e d r i v e n , h o w e v e r , t h e 
g e a r c h a n g e h a s b e e n p o o r . I 
h a d n o t e d t h a t d o w n as t h e 
A c h i l l e s hee l o f t h e m o d e l 
u n t i l , at t h i s y e a r ' s T e s t D a y , I 
d r o v e t h e A u t o h o m e s 
Excalibur (best sel l ing coach-
bui l t o f 1983) demons t ra to r . 

W i t h a p o o r c h a n g e last 
y e a r , t h e ' v a n h a d 
a c c u m u l a t e d m i l e a g e a n d 
i m p r o v e d its ' c h a n g e b y t h e 
t i m e I h a d it f o r a w e e k e n d in 
J u n e 1983. B y t h i s A p r i l , w i t h 
18,000 m i l e s b e h i n d it, a n d a 
n u m b e r o f v i s i t s t o a T a l b o t 
w o r k s h o p , t h e g e a r c h a n g e 
h a d i m p r o v e d o u t o f al l 
r e c o g n i t i o n . T h e m o t t o : if y o u 
h a v e a v e h i c l e w h i c h i s n o t u p 
t o s c r a t c h ( w h e n y o u k n o w 
o t h e r s w h i c h a re s a t i s f a c t o r y ) 
b a d g e r y o u r d e a l e r u n t i l i t ' s 
r i g h t ! 

O t h e r m o d e l s t o t a k e m y 
e y e at t h e S M M T e v e n t w e r e 
a c o u p l e w h i c h w i l l c o m p e t e 
w i t h m o t o r c a r a v a n s b a s e d 
o n t h e V o l k s w a g e n LT. T h e 
Leisure Executive o n t h e 
e n l a r g e d S h e r p a 285 w i t h 
2- l i t re e n g i n e a n d 5 - s p e e d 
' b o x w a s A u t o - S l e e p e r s ' 

TOP: Fiat Ducato Fanfare, Variety 
and Villa VW models, and Renault 
Romance made up the Holdsworth 
display. ABOVE, LEFT: New 
upholstery brought a bright look to 
the Auto-Sleepers VT20 model on 
the Transporter. ABOVE, RIGHT: 
Cab and caravan seats come together 
in the Auto-Sleepers Sherpa-based 
Leisure Executive to form a comfort
able 4-seater lounge. 

o f f e r i n g , a h i g h t o p w i t h t h e 
i n e v i t a b l e , b u t s u p e r b , o a k 
f u r n i t u r e . 

I d e n t i c a l , s w i v e l sea ts are 
u s e d in c a b a n d c a r a v a n , 
t u r n i n g t o f o r m a c o m f o r t a b l e 
4 -p lace l o u n g e o r d i n i n g 
g r o u p , a n d r e c l i n i n g t o m a k e 
a p a i r o f s i n g l e b e d s . 

T h e r e is a s p a c i o u s L-p lan 
k i t c h e n , f u l l y e q u i p p e d , a n d a 
g o o d c o r n e r t o i l e t c u b i c l e . 
T w o e x t r a b e r t h s a re p r o 
v i d e d b y a p u l l - o u t b e d in t h e 
h i g h t o p . T h e p r i c e o f £ 1 2 , 6 4 6 
w i l l u n d e r c u t a n y t h i n g b u i l t 
o n t h e LT. 

F r o m D i a m o n d , the Auto
bahn o n a M e r c e d e s 3 1 0 pe t 
r o l - p o w e r e d b a s e , 2 .4- l i t re 
e n g i n e , 5 g e a r s , w a s a n o t h e r 
h i g h t o p , a n d p r i c e y at j u s t 
o v e r £ 1 6 , 0 0 0 . C a r a v a n s e a t i n g 
is L-p lan o p p o s i t e a s l i d i n g 
s i d e d o o r ; c a b sea ts a re 
l u x u r i o u s W o l f r a c e ' C a p t a i n s 
c h a i r s ' s w i v e l l i n g t o f a c e t h e 
rear . T h e k i t c h e n is a r r a n g e d 
in a ' U ' , a p ie r b e h i n d t h e 
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For that trip to the shops or to explore the by* 
motorcycle is offered to mount on the from o; 
the Talbot Express. 

ays : Yamaha lightweight 
the Autosomes Excalibur on 

seating has theOpt imuss ink 
drainer, on the offside is the 
2-burner hob wi th gril l and 
oven under, and acrossthe 
rear a worktop with 2 cu ft 
fridge below. 

The toilet cubicle, w i th 
f ixed toilet discharging to a 
holding tank, takes up the 
nearside corner. The spec 
includes water heater, b lown 

air heating, cab sunroof, 
double glazing and mains/ 
charger system wi th second 
battery. Cabinetwork is in 
light oak; upholstery, 
but toned, in rust and there 
was a very thorough level of 
t r im. 

Unfortunately nei therthe 
Diamond Merc nor the 
Leisure Executive Sherpa 

Autohomes' Camelot on the Talbot Express is full of Innovation. On the 
road it was a lively performer with 2-litre, 77 bhp engine and 5-speed 
gearbox. 

were available for a test drive. 
I '.vould back the Merc to give 
an LT a good run for its 
money, but the Volkswagen 
to see off the Ley land 'van! 

VW Transporters, even 
al lowing for the way they out
numbered other models, 
seemed to be most popular 
'.vitn the Press and dis-
apoeared wi th monotonous 
regularity to buzz around the 
road circuit. Stopping to 
photograph vehicles at a 
tu r r off f rom the longest 
straight on the course, I could 

observe the pleasurable look 
on the faces of drivers of other 
tes t 'vansas they sped by; 
there was no doubtwh ich 
marque was winn ing top 
scores on the road! 

The VW looks set for 
another successful year in the 
motor caravan f ield. The 
choice has never been wider 
and specifications never bet
ter. They're all good and 
unfortunately all pricey, but if 
you can f ind the money, send 
fo r the brochures and study 
t h e f i e l d . . . 

VW AUDI 

Wherever you are in the wor ld you can depend upon Internat ional Motor Parts for your V W - A u d i - a n d LT. 

Parts, no matter w h a t your prob lem may be. As we have o v e r 2 0 years V W Parts exper ience we are experts in 

solv ing the prob lems that you may face. Internat ional Mo to r Parts have huge stocks of top quality, mainly 

or ig inal equ ipment parts f rom a 5 m m nut to a bodyshel l . And wherever you are in the wor ld your parts wi l l 

cost the same and wi l l normal ly be sent carriage free. The experience we have wi l l give you an exper ienced 

hand at the end of your te lephone or letter. W e look forward to hearing f rom you. 

INTERNATIONAL 
MOTOR PARTS v 

(Specialists in quality continental vehicle parts) 

Unit 3, Eastcote Autocare Centre, Field End Road, South Ruislip, Middlesex. Tel. 01 -423-4400. 
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